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Simon Fraser Plaque Officially Unveiled 

 

 
 
There was a bitter cold wind blowing on 
Friday October 28 at the dedication 
ceremony for Simon Fraser Community 
Park but spirits were warmed on the 
occasion by the fact that we have finally 
recognized Simon Fraser as a true giant 
in our local and nation’s history.  The 
event was a culmination of three years of 
collaborative effort between the 
Cornwall Township Historical Society 
and the Township of South Stormont. It 
was through a proposal made several 
years ago by CTHS that we recognize 
one of Canada’s great explorers, Simon 
Fraser, and the fact that he’s buried here 
in St. Andrews that Township Council 
agreed to rename the park at St. 
Andrews West, Simon Fraser 
Community Park.  Long neglected and 
nearly 150 years after his death, Fraser 
will finally get the community 
recognition that he deserves with a park 
dedicated in his name and a plaque that 
proclaims his accomplishments.   
 
The event was held at the park at 11:30 
am and was attended by approximately 
30 people including South Stormont 
Council and staff, winners of our essay 
contest and CTHS members along with 

friends. Kevin Amelotte from the 
Department of Parks and Recreation led 
opening remarks and read the inscription 
on the plaque in its entirety.  Mayor 
Bryan McGillis thanked our president 
Bill Costello and all the members of the 
CTHS who brought the idea for a 
commemorative plaque to honour Fraser 
from an inspiration to its final fruition. 
He also thanked Margaret MacDonald 
and the rest of her family for donating 
the grist stone which forms the base for 
the plaque.  The grist stone comes from 
the George Alex Ranald MacDonald 
farm on Valade Road and was the stone 
used by Fraser when he operated a flour 
mill on his farm about 1 ½ miles to the 
west of MacDonald’s farm on the same 
road.  The mayor also thanked Kevin 
Amelotte and the Department of Public 
Works for their cooperation on this 
project.  McGillis said that his only 
regret is that the event didn’t occur a 
long time ago but that he was pleased to 
be mayor of this municipality when 
Fraser was finally given the recognition 
he ought to have.  McGillis thanked the 
CTHS for actively preserving local 
history and called this event a first step 
and looks forward to working in 
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collaboration with our group on various 
projects in the future.  
 
On hand for the unveiling were Tristen 
Pawis and Daniele Breau the second and 
third place winners of our Simon Fraser 
essay contest held in May.  Regrettably 
our first place winner Rebecca 
Macdonell was unable to attend the 
event.  However, Bill Costello was able 

to thank the two young ladies in person 
for their submissions and provide them 
with their winning bursaries.   
 
The plaque is made from stainless steel 
and along with the inscription there is a 
small drawing of Simon Fraser. For the 
most part, the inscription is the same as 
what’s found on the Simon Fraser 
University website and reads as follows: 

 

SIMON FRASER 
THE CANADIAN EXPLORER 

 

Simon Fraser was born May 20, 1776, in the small rural hamlet of Mapletown in Hoosick 
Township, New York, near Bennington, Vermont. His father, Simon Fraser, senior, and 
his mother Isabella Grant, had emigrated from Scotland in 1773. Simon senior was a 
Loyalist, whose sympathies led him to join General Burgoyne's forces. Taken prisoner by 
the American troops at the Battle of Bennington, he eventually died in early 1779 
because of harsh treatment received in Albany Jail. 
  
Even after the peace of 1783, Fraser's family was harassed by their American 
neighbours.  Consequently in 1784, Isabel Fraser sold the farm in Mapletown, and, like 
thousands of other Loyalists, fled to Canada with her young family; Simon was only eight 
years old and the youngest of the eight children. At first the family lived with Isabel's 
eldest son, William, at Coteau du Lac, Quebec. Later, she moved the family to St. 
Andrews West and settled on what is now known as Valade Road.  About 1790, Simon 
was sent to stay with his uncle, John Fraser, a prominent judge of Common Court Pleas 
in Montreal. 
  
Under his uncle's care, Simon attended school for two years before joining two of his 
cousins, Peter and Donald Grant, in the fur trade. In 1792, he became an apprentice 
clerk in the North West Company of Montreal and was sent to learn his trade in 
Athabasca in 1793. He became a partner in 1801. As a partner, Fraser was selected to 
oversee the extension of the company's activities to the land west of the Rocky Mountains 
from 1805-1808. His mandate from the North West Company was to cross the Rockies 
and establish trading relations with the First Nation’s groups in the interior of what 
Fraser called New Caledonia, which is now know as British Columbia. Here he 
established the first European settlement at Fort McLeod in 1805, Fort St. James and 
Fort Fraser in 1806, and Fort George in 1807.  Because he founded the first, 
continuously occupied, European settlements he is widely acknowledged as the founding 
father of British Columbia. 
  
In the meantime, discovering a trade route to the Pacific had become a priority for the 
North West Company. Its officials gave Fraser the task of exploring a river believed to be 
the Columbia to its ocean outlet. It is ironic that this river which he so successfully 
navigated turned out not to be the Columbia, but rather an unknown river which fellow 
Nor'wester David Thompson would later name the Fraser River. It is to this voyage that 
Simon Fraser owes his fame. 
  
On May 28, 1808, Fraser and a company of 23 men set out from Fort George in three 
canoes to follow the river to the Pacific. Their harrowing journey, 520 miles in length 
and 36 days long revealed both the ruggedness of the river route and the courage of 
those who traversed it.  His exploration of the river has been described as one of the most 
daring and dangerous in the annals of exploration.  They faced not only the unseen 
dangers of rapids and whirlpools around each corner, but were eventually forced to 
leave the navigable river and continue on foot through rugged mountains and to climb 
sheer cliffs near Hell's Gate, where any misstep would hurl them to certain death in the 
turbulent river roaring below.  It is for this dangerous exploration that Simon Fraser 
owes his fame.  
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He reached the mouth of the river but he was turned back from his goal of reaching the 
ocean by hostile natives at Musqueum. Fraser's skilful leadership, courage and 
determination brought his men safely through every possible peril without any loss of a 
life. 
  
Following his exploration of the "Fraser" river, Simon Fraser returned to the Athabaska 
department of the North West Company. In 1816, although endeavoring to retire from his 
life in the fur trade, Fraser found himself embroiled in a conflict between the North West 
Company and the Hudson's Bay Company over Lord Selkirk's Red River settlement. 
Although far from the action, Fraser learned of the Seven Oaks massacre which took 
place at the settlement, as a partner in the North West Company, Fraser was one of 
several men charged in the affair and was later arrested and and transported back to 
Montreal. However, when the case was tried in 1818, he and the others partners were 
acquitted of all charges. 
  
The trial coincided with the end of Fraser's career in the North West Company. In 1818, 
he returned to St. Andrews West where his brother, Angus, and his sisters already 
resided. Eventually acquiring 500 acres in Cornwall Township, Simon Fraser built both 
a lumber mill and a flour mill.  
  
On June 7, 1820, Simon Fraser married Catherine MacDonell (of the Scottish Leek 
family) with whom he had nine children including a daughter who died in infancy. In 
1838 Fraser, at the advanced age of 62, took up arms in defense of Canada during the 
Rebellion. In the dark he fell down a flight of steps and seriously injured his right knee. 
Now permanently disabled, he was forced to apply to the government for a small pension, 
which he eventually received in 1841. 
  
On August 18, 1862, Simon Fraser died at the age of 86. Happily united in life for over 
42 years, the couple were not long separated by death. His wife Catherine died the very 
next day. Simon and Catherine Fraser were buried in a single grave, which exists to this 
day in the old Roman Catholic Cemetery located in front of the St. Andrews Church.   
 

“We had to pass where no human being should venture”.  Simon Fraser 
  

Written by:  
- Barbara Rogers 
- James Saunders 
December 1995 

 
Edited by: 

 - Barbara Rogers 
- Cornwall Township Historical Society 

- Corporation of the Township of South Stormont 
August 2011  

 
SPECIAL NOTES 

 
- The mill stone that forms the base of this historical plaque was used in the flour mill 
established by Simon Fraser. The stone was generously donated by the family of George 

Alex Ranald MacDonald for the purpose of this dedication project. 
 

- This parkland was officially named the Simon Fraser Community Park during a 
Council meeting of the Corporation of the Township of South Stormont on November 12, 

2008. 
 

 - This dedication project was made possible by the collaborative efforts of                                                    
the Cornwall Township Historical Society and the Corporation of the Township of South 

Stormont. 
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Photo Gallery 

 
Left to Right Mayor Bryan McGillis, Margaret MacDonald, Kevin Amelotte, 
 Tristen Pawis, Daniele Breau, Bill Costello.  
 

         
 
Bill Costello presents bursary to essay contest winners Tristen and Daniele. 
 

************************************ 
 
 

 
   Welcome New Member                
 
Marcia Kennedy from Guelph, ON.  Marcia joined us as 
a Life member.  She discovered our organization while 
doing some genealogy research on the internet.  
 
 
 

 
 

Reminder 
Are you annual dues paying member? For those paying your CTHS dues annually, please 
be advised that dues payment for the year 2012 must be received by Dec. 31, 2011. 
Annual fees for individual: $5.00; family: $8.00. To determine if you are an annual 
member, check the mailing label on the envelope this newsletter arrived in. If your name 
is followed by an (A), please remit dues ASAP to Margaret MacDonald, 17109 Valade 
Rd., St. Andrews W. ON  K0C 2A0.  
 In 2012, the newsletter will be mailed only to paid-up annual (A), life (L) and honorary 
(H) members. 
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Our Sympathies
Our sympathies are extended to the 
family of Alma McDonald who passed 
away November 4.  Alma was a long 
time member of CTHS and her husband 
Ken is a past president.  Alma will be 
truly missed. 
 
Also to Terry Trueman whose husband 
Robert died on November 16.  Terry is a 
devoted member who handles all our 
correspondence.  
 
 
Christmas Pot Luck Event 
 

We have a 
change in 
venue this 
year for our 
pot luck 
event.  At our 
October 
general 
meeting it 
was decided 
that we will 
collaborate 
with the Lost 

Villages Society from Long Sault and 
have a joint event with both our groups.  
One of the contributing factors for this 
decision is that the refrigerator in our 
kitchen in the basement stopped 
working.  Regulations state that a public 
kitchen must have an operating 
refrigerator.  We decided to forego the 
investment of a new refrigerator at this 
time and to act on an invitation from Jim 
Brownell president of Lost Villages to 
join them at their pot luck event.  
 
Here are the particulars:  
 
Location: Christ Church Parish Hall in 
Long Sault across from new OPP 
station. The street name is Bethune.  
 
Date: Monday December 12 starting 
with a social time at 11:30am. Lunch 
served at noon. 
 
This event is a yearly "Show and Tell" 
and they encourage all members 
attending to bring something for this 
activity; a piece of memorabilia or small 
antique/collectible that has a story or is 
special. This always makes for an 
interesting activity after the luncheon. 
 

As with all members, we would ask 
those attending to bring a favourite dish 
to share.  We encourage all CTHS 
members to attend.  I’m sure you’ll see 
many familiar faces and meet some new 
friends.   Jim says that they look forward 
to seeing our membership on December 
12th. Our organizations share a number 
of members, so it will be wonderful to 
see all the members from both 
organizations gather together.  
 

                                     
 
 

Book Launch 

 
 
Local author Thom Racine extends a 
special invitation to members of the 
CTHS as he launches his new book 
Constable Davey: A Future Lost. The 
book is about the murder of Cornwall 
Police officer Davey and the events that 
led up to the tragic event.  The book 
launch is set for Tuesday Dec 6th at 
Casa Paolo Restaurante from 11:00 am 
till 2:00pm and Thursday Dec 8th at the 
Cornwall Library from 6:30 till 8:00pm. 
Everyone is welcome. 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
to all are members and their families. 
Have a safe holiday season.  Our next 
regular meeting will be March 27, 2012.  
See you then! 
 


