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From Soldiers, to Pioneer
Settlers, to Builders of a
Nation
Editor’s Note: The following is Part
II of an article submitted by member
Donald McDougald. It chronicles
the Harrison family and the
founding of Harrisons Corners.
Many of the British troops who
helped defend “The Canadas" in the
War of 1812 chose to exercise their
option of a "half pension" and a land
grant in Upper Canada following
their discharge from the military.
Besides clearing the land for
farming, many also went on to
develop a variety of business
ventures in real estate,
manufacturing, as merchants,
tradesmen and many other
entrepreneurial endeavours. Some
became involved in public life as
leaders at the community level and
beyond. Truly, these pioneer settlers
and their subsequent off-spring can
be credited for being among the
principal founders and builders of
our nation. My great-greatgrandfather, Colour Sergeant John
Harrison with his wife and family
were among those.
In the March 2012 issue of the
Cornwall Township Historical
Society Newsletter, I focused on the
life of the British soldiers at war and
saluted their courage and tenacity to
soldier on to successful triumphs
despite extreme hardships and
having been massively outnumbered
by opposing American troops. This
issue relates to the Harrison family
as civilian pioneer settlers and their
progression to become
entrepreneurs, farmers and
community leaders.

After the war, John's Regiment, the
British Army's 41st Regiment
of Foot returned home to England in
1815 and was quickly dispatched to
France as an occupation army after
the British defeated Napoleon's
forces at the Battle of Waterloo.
John had married Ann MacIntosh in
1809 when he was stationed in
Canada. They gave birth to four boys
during the period from 1810 to 1814;
however, the 2nd and 4th born, both
named Angus, died as infants.
Some British military wives and
their families were often allowed to
travel with the troops on assignment,
and so, John Jr., the first born, and
James accompanied their parents to
France where the twins, Catherine
and Ann were born near Paris. Upon
completion of their tour of duty in
France, the regiment was sent to
Ireland on general policing duties. It
was here that two more boys,
Alexander and William and one girl,
Mary were born between 1817 and
1820. Later, the regiment was moved
to Scotland, where George was
born at Sterling Castle in 1822. That
same year, John secured his
discharge from the army after more
than twenty-three years of service.
John, Ann and their eight children
then retuned to Canada to take
possession of their land grant in
Lanark County in November of
1822. It was here that Henry was
born in 1824 and Jane in 1825. In
1826, John moved the family to
Glen Falloch, near
Martintown where some of Ann's
family had long resided. During the
period of 1826 though 1829, Ann
gave birth to four more boys, Angus,
Peter, Duncan and Donald. In 1831,
John purchased what would become
the Harrison family homestead at
Lot 12, Concession 1 in the
Township of Roxborough where the
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last member of the family, Isaac,
was born. John was stricken with a
brief illness in the later part of 1831
and died shortly thereafter. Ann
continued
as the matriarch of the family, taking
an active role in the homestead for
many years before her death in 1875
at the age of eighty-three. This farm
continued to be operated by
successive members of the James
Harrison branch of the family from
1831 until it was sold in 2010.
Incredibly, this property remained in
the Harrison family for nearly 180
years. John Jr. was bequeathed the
property in Lanark County by way
of his father's will, but sold it a few
years later.
Like modern day families, various
members of this
family went on to create their own
path in life scattering to other parts
of Canada and the USA. Two of
John and Ann's sons who took the
entrepreneurial path and remained in
the Glengarry / Stormont region
were George and Henry. George had
learned the tanning trade as a young
lad before moving to Alexandria
where he found employment in a
general store and eventually
became a partner in the business.
Later, he established a tannery and
also became active in real estate,
buying and selling numerous
properties within Alexandria and
beyond. He was a trustee of the first
high school in Alexandria and a
member of the first municipal
council when Alexandria was
incorporated as a village. A street in
the town currently bears the Harrison
name in his honour. George built a
fine home for his family on
Alexandria's Main Street in 1858. It
currently is an upscale restaurant in
Alexandria appropriately and
coincidently named "The Georgian
House."
Henry similarly followed his
brother's path. He became a partner
in a general store located in
Moulinette. The business was also in
part agents for the Dominion

Telegraph Company and operated
the Post Office as well. His
partner, George MacDonald was
Postmaster from 1874 until 1887
when Henry became Postmaster
until his death in1898.
Henry had also leased a piece of
property some four miles north of
Moulinette where he opened another
general store at that location. In
addition to the store, there was a
hotel, a carriage making operation
and several other buildings, but the
growing community did not have an
official name until the post office
was established there in 1871, at
which time it formally became
known as "Harrisons Corners."
Ironically, Henry Harrison never
served as Postmaster at Harrisons
Corners.
John, Ann and their sons, Donald
and Henry and his wife Adelade are
all buried together in St.Andrews
West, Old Cemetery.
Acknowledgements: The writer
would like to acknowledge the work
of others, namely, John Morris,
(deceased) who was related to the
Harrisons through marriage into the
Angus Harrison line and whose
previous in depth research on the
Harrison family was hugely
beneficial in developing this article.
My appreciation also goes to my
sister Rita, for her critique on the
chronological accuracy of events. To
my son Kevin for his critique on my
grammar and for his technical
assistance.

Donald McDougald, Winnipeg,
Man.

See related photos next page.
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George Harrison’s family home, now The Georgian House Restaurant
Alexandria

The Harrison homestead east of McMillan’s Corners, Roxborough Twp.

Henry Harrison and his wife Adelade
Left, Ann
MacIntosh wife
of John Harrison

Right, Harrison
headstone, St.
Andrews
Cemetery
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A Fond Farwell
On July 31 the CTHS said
goodbye to long standing member,
Pearl Murray. A farewell dinner
was held at Quinn’s Inn to thank
Pearl for her years of dedicated
service to our Society. About 25
members said their goodbyes to
Pearl. Pearl and her late husband
Marland were former editors of
this newsletter and worked
actively on many projects carried
out by CTHS.

2nd Prize Alexandra MacDonald
Gr. 7 St. George
3rd Prize Alexandra Lauzon Gr. 8
St. George
Honourable Mentions:
Tressa Dickenson Gr. 8 St. George
Brooklyn Hoodside & Alex
RaePeet Gr. 6 Longue Sault Public
Kelsey Guindon Gr. 6 St. Andrews
Lexie Paul & Ashleigh Latreille
Gr. 6 Longue Sault Public

Pearl has moved to New
Brunswick, back to her family
roots. In the photo below,
Maureen McAlear presents a
memento gift to Pearl to thank her
for her many years of work with
CTHS.

Maggie McRae’s wining poster

*********************

The War of 1812 Arts & Artifacts
Show held this past June was a
huge success. Many thanks to the
exhibitors and volunteers who
helped out and above all to Carol
Godard and Jim Brownell who
organized the event. A job well
done!
In conjunction with the schools in
the area, we held a War of 1812
theme poster contest. The judges
were overwhelmed with the high
calibre of the submissions and
decisions to determine the winners
did not come easily. Here are the
artistic winners:
1st Prize Maggie McRae Gr.8 St.
Andrews School

Jim Brownell with local
dignitaries at official opening
ceremony
The winner of the raffle on the
limited edition print Sap’s
Running was Jill Eady from
Cardinal, Ont.
We extend our sympathies to the
families of the late Alice
McLaughlin and Catherine
Brownell. Alice died on August
11 2012. She and her late husband
Felix were founding members of
CTHS. Catherine, the mother of
Jim Brownell, died July 11 and
was a life member.
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Member Sylvia MacDonald, wife
of honorary member Bernie
MacDonald passed away on July
19. Sylvia will be missed by her
family and many friends here at
CTHS.

Canada Post Issues
Souvenir War 1812
Stamps

Tecumseh played a crucial role in
leading native warriors to battle,
allies of the British and Canadian
forces. The Shawnee chief was
killed in October 1813 during the
Battle of the Thames near present
day Chatham. Tecumseh’s role
rallying aboriginal nations against
the Americans made him a central
player in the War. After his death,
the coalition began to falter and
unfortunately his dream of a
continent wide Indian Confederacy
was never realized.
We encourage you to use these
stamps for postage during this
200th anniversary year. It’s the
least we can do to pay homage to
two of Canada’s War of 1812
heroes. If you’re a collector of
stamps, save the stamp on the
envelope that this newsletter
arrived in.

Canada Post has issued two
commemorative stamps to mark
the 200th anniversary of the start of
the War of 1812. The stamps
feature British general Sir Issac
Brock and aboriginal chief
Tecumseh.

There is no better way to mark the
bicentennial of the War of 1812
than by watching an actual reenactment. On the weekend of
Sept. 22-23 at the Glengarry
Pioneer Museum in Dunvegan, the
Glengarry Light Infantry and the
Canadian Fencibles will have live
re-enactments of battles. There
will also be an 1812 fashion show!
For more information go to
www.glengarrypioneermuseum.ca
.
***************

Felled by an American
sharpshooter in the early months of
the war at the Battle of Queenston
Heights, Brock is remembered as a
valiant commander who helped
preserve the national identity that
lead to Confederation in 1867.
General Brock had barely
completed his first year as
Lieutenant Governor of Upper
Canada when he was mortally
wounded.
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Next Meeting

Our next meeting is Tuesday
September 25 at 7:30 pm. Guest
speaker is Alexandra Chalmers
who will be talking about our
possibilities for a Trillium grant.

Through our website we receive
many requests related to genealogy
research. These requests are
handled by member Don Kenny.
Recently, we received another sort
of request. A local resident is
looking for old pictures from the
interior of the Cornwallis Hotel;
namely, the Queen Elizabeth
Room in the bar area. This person
is in procession of a portion of the
bar from that room and would like
to restore it to its former condition.
If you have any old photos that
show the bar areas please contact
Don McIntosh at 613-534-2075 or
info@cornwalltwphistorical.ca.
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